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You’ll be hesitant to dim the lights or venture too near your basement after reading Michigan author Paul M. Strickler’s, The Calling. The debut horror thriller, purposely released on 06/06/06 by Crystal Dreams Publishing, is set in the northern Michigan resort area of Boyne City where Strickler lived for more than a decade. Now self-published in its second edition and third print run, the novel has been selling well throughout northern Michigan.
The Calling uses the horror of the ordinary—a stranger, an old house, noises in the basement and dreams—to pull you into a story that, while starting slow like a train pulling out of its station for a long journey, is soon plunging you ahead at ever-quickening speed toward a twisting, unstoppable conclusion.

The Calling follows the events of the Sarasin family’s move to northern Michigan. Their move, meant as a getaway from the stressful big-city life of suburban Detroit soon becomes everything but as they find themselves engaged in an epic struggle . . . with a demon, their new house's sinister past and with themselves. From a mysterious stranger who stalks them, to a hotel clerk who describes their house's former owner as “a doctor not of the living . . . but of the dying,” from sounds of digging and voices under their house to an enormous “stone circle” used for Satan worship in the forest behind them, from the discovery of journals describing demon calling to a sheriff who may be “one of them,” the Sarasins are plunged into a seemingly unstoppable descent as pawns in a game where the future of the world depends upon their ability to stop the creation of an immense “gate”—a portal between the world of the living and that of the revengeful dead.

The story is built around the character of 15-year-old Michael Sarasin. Other interesting characters each play their role as well, from Tedric the friendly local librarian to the family grandfather who joins the story midway through and soon becomes Michael’s strongest ally in the midst of a disbelieving family.
Strickler makes incredible and vivid use of dream sequences in the novel in a way rarely if ever seen before. The intense dream imagery serves as both symbolic foreshadowing and insight into the story’s main characters.

While at times a bit bloody, there is no gore simply for gore’s sake in this sophisticated and emotional tale of good vs. evil. More than just a horror novel, The Calling makes use of a number of mystery elements as well thereby appealing to lovers of both genres.

The novel is peppered with just enough imagery to provide context without mire, such as this description of a bonfire in the initial prologue: “Firelight painted tree trunks with flickering shapes that jumped and scampered like children made of light and shadow” or this description from near the end of the book: “…the rock wall seemed to be in fluid motion. The once rough-cut stone had smoothed and seemed to have come alive, its glassy, creviced surface writhing and buckling like rough skin stretched over moving muscles straining against a weight too heavy for them.”
I particularly loved the way the pace continually increased throughout the novel through the end sequences where you feel you are running right alongside the characters as they rush headlong toward the story’s exhilarating climax.
Readers have already begun comparing Strickler to horror greats such as Stephen King.

“I enjoyed it better than the last Stephen King book that I had read.”  - Michael Evans

“What a great book!”  - Bob Brill; Petoskey Branch Mgr, Horizon Books

“Fantastic book! Paul's gift of the pen is fantastic, he catches your interest and holds your attention. You can't put The Calling down.”  - Mar Jean Bennett

“8 stars! The Calling is fresh and unique. Paul has a writing style all his own, unlike any I have ever read before.”  - Peg Westergard

“Damned good writing indeed.”  - David Holmes

Strickler was born in Ludington, Michigan. He graduated from Mason County Central High School in Scottville and later attended Texas A&M University before transferring to and graduating from Michigan State University. For four years, Strickler worked as an intelligence analyst and programmer for the CIA in Langley, VA. After his work at the CIA, Strickler moved back to Michigan. He now works at a large aerospace company as their Director of Information Technology, living with his wife and family on the western coast of Michigan.
